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Students and professors discuss allyship at L.E.D.S. summit

Students and professors participate in small group activities at Wednesday’s L.E.D.S. Allyship Summit.
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Mackenzie Rech
News Editor

____________________________________

Students, staff, and faculty
alike engaged in a dialogue about
how individuals can best act as
allies for marginalized groups at
Wednesday’s allyship summit, a
workshop hosted by Lawrentians
for Enhancing Diversity in the
Sciences (L.E.D.S.).
The event was the third ever
hosted by L.E.D.S., a relatively new
organization on campus consisting of both faculty and student
members. The hybrid group was
founded last May following a
Posse Plus retreat that Professors

of Biology Bart De Stasio and Beth
De Stasio were invited to attend
as guests.
“During that weekend, some
of the students that we talked
to just over lunch started relating some stories of things that
happened to them in classes that
they felt uncomfortable about,”
recalled Bart De Stasio.
Upon hearing the experiences of students, Bart De Stasio
approached students about continuing the conversation after the
retreat. “The students just ran
with [the idea] and said, well we
should do more than just that, we
should have a group that really
focuses on trying to address diver-

sity issues in the sciences,” added
De Stasio.
While a lot of the students
initially involved in the group’s
founding graduated last spring,
other members as well as new
members continued the group.
Junior and L.E.D.S. member
Gustavo Figueroa, who is also a
biology and environmental studies double major, was involved in
outlining the group’s guidelines
last spring.
Figueroa, who led the workshop due to his comfort and experience with the topic, described
the decision to host a summit
specifically on allyship. “During
the meeting, we all collectively

felt that allyship would be the
best choice to start with because
a lot of our members were part
of non-marginalized groups. They
wanted to help and provide some
type of resource, but they didn’t
know the best way to do so,” said
Figeroa.
The event began with introductions by Figeroa and other
members as well as a discussion
about how to create a safe space
for productive conversations.
Designated facilitators then led
groups of around 8 students, faculty and staff in a conversation
about what it means to be an
effective ally.
Before coming back together

as a whole group, the small groups
concluded their discussions by
reading through and attempting to address specific scenarios between professors and students. De Stasio emphasized that
these stories were anonymous
accounts of incidents that have
actually occurred in classrooms at
Lawrence.
Several
participants
expressed appreciation for the
specific examples, which helped
them to better understand how to
act as an ally in practice.
“The scenarios forced us to
think about actual tangible actions

Ultimately, the hope is to “enhance
and augment the liberal arts ideal,
the involvement of faculty, staff,
or alumni advisor, and a commitment to service to the Lawrence
and/or Fox Cities community” as
stated in section 4.01 of the new
legislation.
Under group living, residence life managers (RLMs) will
receive safe space training, led
by LUCC’s Committee on Diversity
Affairs (CODA), prior to selection. Group living also introduces a new review process, which
includes termly reviews. Spring
Term reviews are unnecessary if
the groups are not reapplying for

the following year. These reviews
aim to report on house activity
and serve as a means of constructive review.
"By Term I review, at least 50
percent of the house is required
to undergo safe space training,"
said sophomore and Vice Chair of
LUCC Residence Life Committee
Dan Thomas-Commins. "By Term
II, all of the house needs to have
had this training," he said.
Group living also includes a
new safe space designation.
"[This group will be] working
with [CODA Chair] Jaime Gonzalez
and [President of Gay, Lesbian,
Or Whatever (GLOW)] Nebal

Maysaud to find what our ideas
of safe space house guidelines
should be," continued Commins.
"What we are looking at right now
is any group that provides a safe
space for students of marginalized communities to live. That
will be based off of the current
non-discrimination policy—race,
gender, sexual orientation. This is
what we are working on this year,"
Commins said.
Other updates include the
continued use of three of the
Union Street houses, including the
houses that are currently occupied by McCarthy Co-Op, Sigma
Phi Epsilon and GLOW. Residence

Life Committee is also considering changes to Draheim House in
the future.
"Although we will not be
going forward this year trying to
occupy Draheim, we are looking
into how we can use that space
as a safe space house for all
women," said junior and Chair of
LUCC Residence Life Committee
Malcolm Lunn-Craft.
Finally, the new Colman
lofts have been named after living members of the Colman family. The new lofts will be called
Lucinda's Lounge, Elmyra's Loft,
Eliho's Loft, Henry's Loft and
Mary's Loft.

See page 2

LUCC discusses housing plan with emphasis on inclusivity
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________
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On Feb. 8, Lawrence
University Community Council’s
(LUCC) Residence Life Committee
introduced new legislation
regarding formal theme and
group housing. This new system,
called “Group Living,” allows for
individuals to come together with
or without an organization backing them to live in a group space.
Despite this, group living
still requires students to have a
shared mission or interest, as well
as a willingness to be responsible for occupying such housing.
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L.E.D.S.

continued from page 1
that we can take rather than just
wanting to be allies conceptually
[…] Being an ally shouldn’t be
abstract, it requires action and
awareness on a daily basis,” said

freshman Rebecca Bernheimer,
who attended the event. Figeuroa
similarly highlighted the importance of thinking of ally as a verb
and not a noun during the event.
Overall, both De Stasio and
Figueroa were pleased with the
event and the large turnout of
approximately 70 individuals

from all areas of campus. Figueroa
expressed a desire for the continuation of conversations beyond
such organized workshops. “It
was great step forward, but it
should not be the only step,” said
Figeuroa.
The group plans to host
another similar summit in the

future on topics such as mental
illness, trigger warnings, privilege
and ableism.
While the group is currently
focused on the sciences, this category was recently expanded to
include social sciences, such as
anthropology and psychology, in
addition to the natural sciences.

De Stasio noted the conservatory
is currently considering a similar
intiative and expressed hope that
other departments would soon
follow suit.

Event-packed Winter Carnival encourages activity on cold weekend

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The 81st annual Lawrence
Winter
Carnival
festivities
ran from Wednesday, Feb. 3 to
Saturday, Feb. 6. As part of the
yearly celebration, Campus Life
and a variety of student organizations come together to plan a wide
range of activities to brighten up
the dark winter days.
The festivities kicked off on
Wednesday, when students were
invited to attend back-to-back
men’s and women’s basketball
games against St. Norbert College.
Students flocked to Alexander
Gym to root for their peers and
revel in the friendly competition
of this annual event. The Lawrence
Melee dance team finished out
the night with a showing of “Take
the Lead,” a 2006 movie which
highlighted the value of ballroom
dance.
Thursday’s carnival events
encouraged students to relax and
enjoy the winter months with an
evening showing of the classic
hockey movie “The Mighty Ducks.”
Lawrentians over the age of 21
were also able to attend a special session of trivia in the Viking

Room (VR).
The VR further kicked up the
festive environment on Friday
evening with a Winter Themed
Happy Hour. Gaming Club took
over the Pusey Room for a special event—Games by the Fire—
where students could stay warm
by the Pusey hearth while playing
both card games and board games.
Students were excited about the 5
v. 5 Broomball Tournament which
opened Friday night, wherein five
teams began a two-day competition.
Also on Friday was the LU
Symphonic Band concert in the
Chapel. Junior Jordan Peterson
described the concert’s second
piece, “Pacem,” as “so incredibly
beautiful.” She continued, “The
band just played so lyrically,
and with so much expression. It
was amazing to hear.” Student
Organization for University
Programming (SOUP) brought
in comedian Brian O’Sullivan,
who sang, strummed and joked
through his hour-long slot. All
of the staff of Sage Hall collaborated to organize an after-hours
80’s-themed pool party at the
Buchanan-Kiewit Wellness Center
pool, a well-attended party which

Students participating in ice carving outside of the Warch Campus Center.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

gave students a summery break
from the Wisconsin February.
Finally, Lawrentians could go to
the Warch Campus Center Cinema
to watch the cinematic master-

Students playing the ice sport broomball on the ice rink outside Ormsby Hall.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

piece “Penguins of Madagascar,”
a fittingly energetic end to such a
rowdy evening of Winter Carnival
festivities.
The final day of the 81st
Winter Carnival was packed
with activities. “Penguins of
Madagascar” returned bright and
early for an encore presentation
in the cinema, finishing just before
the kickoff of the lively Carnival
Jumble. Held jointly on Boldt Way
in front of Warch Campus Center
and on the Main Hall Green, the
Jumble was a chance for many different student groups and activities to mingle and celebrate the
Carnival’s last day.
Ambitious students carved
large blocks of ice into wintry art
in front of the cafe, cheered on by
a crowd of onlookers. Multiple
attendees expressed excitement
about the activity. Several club
representatives looked on, advertising their clubs and handing out
festive goodies in the process.
Meanwhile, over on Main Hall
Green, five Broomball teams continued their epic battle. Students
carpooled to the Appleton Family

W RLD

Ice Center at 7 p.m. to watch the
LU Men’s Hockey team take on the
Milwaukee School of Engineering
(MSOE) in an evening match.
Throughout these events,
many student organizations took
up the responsibility of warming
up the festivities with an array
of hot beverages. SOUP’s hot
cocoa and cookies on Wednesday
evening in the Diversity Center
was followed by “Phi Cocoa Tau”
Thursday in the Steitz Hall Atrium.
The Tea Lovers’ Club made an
appearance at the Saturday
Carnival Jumble on Boldt Way,
sampling many varieties of their
signature beverage. Meanwhile,
Habitat for Humanity handed out
still more drinks as part of their
charity fundraising efforts.
Saturday night finished out
the festivities. Hundreds of students packed into the Somerset
Room for the annual President’s
Ball. At this iconic Winter Carnival
dance, students listened to a live
big band, snacked on crudités
and chocolate fountain treats, and
danced the night away.
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SOMALIA: A Somali man snuck a bomb onto an airplane, detonated
it in midair and was sucked out of the fuselage. The plane managed to
make an emergency landing in Mogadishu.
SOUTH AMERICA: The United Nations is urging South American
countries to lift bans on abortion due to the Zika virus, saying that
women should have the right to abort carriers of the disease due to the
high risk of birth defects.

NORTH KOREA: According to U.S. intelligence chief James Clapper,
North Korea has restarted plutonium production and could soon have
enough to make more nuclear weapons. This comes on the heels of long
range missile tests.

TURKEY: The Turkish military detained 34 people and seized up
to 15 kilograms of explosives they tried to carry across the border from
Syria to Turkey. The group included 10 women and 20 children.
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Senior Success
Fiona Masterton
Columnist

_____________________________________________

Dear Fiona,
I am halfway through my senior year, and I’m having a priority crisis. I have my class-readings
and term papers, two capstones to
finish by the end of the year, and I
am also applying for summer programs and jobs and researching
grad schools. I try to prioritize
academics, but at the same time I
am realizing that I have only half
a year to hang out with my friends,
none of whom live near my home.
How do I balance striving for academic success while also enjoying
my friendships, my last year at
Lawrence and my own sanity?
- Stressing Senior
Dear Stressing Senior,
It seems like you have a lot
on your plate. Keeping balance
is something that we all struggle
with. My third term freshman
year was a living hell because of

a lack of balance. I think the best
advice I can give is to, instead of
prioritizing academics, prioritize
balance. Integrate balance into
your daily schedule. Stay on top
of your homework, of course, but
make sure that that’s not all that
you are doing. A good way to do
that is to spend meal times with
your friends. Don’t work through
meals, and make sure you budget
enough time to have a relaxed
meal with your friends at least
once a day. That will probably not
be enough to keep you in balance,
but it’s a good start.
Make sure you get enough
sleep. That is crucial to achieve
balance. If you’re sleep-deprived,
you are not going to do your best
work academically, and you won’t
be able to enjoy any time you
have off. There’s an app—for both
iPhone and Android, and it’s also
a website—called Habitica that
helps you track good and bad habits. It also helps you achieve tasks
and a bunch of other things, but

it’s really good for helping you
keep good habits and break bad
ones. One habit that I have on my
Habitica app is going to bed before 1a.m. I have it set up so that
I get more points — which can go
towards in-game rewards or real
life rewards that you self-regulate
— if I do go to bed before 1 a.m.
and lose points if I don’t. It’s been
really great for keeping me mind-

ful of how much sleep I am getting.
If you find that you are feeling really crappy and unmotivated, you
might not be getting enough sleep.
Aside from just general lifestyle advice, all I can say is that
this is going to be up to you. It’s up
to you to make the best out of your
last year. Try and be aware of keeping balance in your life and try not
to miss out on spending time with

your friends, especially when
doing things that are uniquely
Lawrence. Sledding down Memorial Hill, doing homework on Main
Hall green in Spring Term, participating in Relay for Life and other
LU events and so on, you get the
deal. It’s going to be stressful, but
it’s supposed to be fun!
Have fun!
- Fiona

Find us online!
On the Shortness of Life
Savvas Sfairopoulos

www.lawrentian.com

/Lawrentian

@TheLawrentian

@The_Lawrentian

Columnist

________________________________________________________

Throughout various times in my life,
when everything seemed to be progressing surprisingly well for me, the sound
of a doorbell, a phone call or a text message would always serve as an ominous
sign. Here at Lawrence, I have had a fair
share of great opportunities and timeless
experiences even as a freshman. Then, I
received the phone call.
My grandmother, one of the people
who nurtured me for the past 17 years,
had died at the age of 88. A friend of mine
once told me that, “as you get old, life
becomes a story of other people’s passing.” I want to believe that the individual
whose words I am quoting was trying to
encourage me to appreciate the people
around me while I still have time to do so.
Being away from home at the time
of this occurrence, I felt as if I was completely desolate; a profound feeling of
loneliness conquered my body as whole,
and the surreal nature of mortality rocked
me to my core. I felt helpless and useless
simultaneously. Speechless as I was, cold
sweat started rolling down my forehead.
I had no desire to do anything. After a
significant amount of time, I managed to
force myself to sleep.
Eventually, after a few days had gone
by, I started pondering matters such as
mortality, individuality and death. I have
recently come to the conclusion that one
of the noblest goals in life is to cherish
every single moment of every single day. It
might sound, at least initially, like a cliché,
but it represents a good guiding principle.

By not being wasteful of our time, we are
able to appreciate the things that we would
have otherwise taken for granted. People,
ideas, places — if we are not aware of
how temporary everything is, then we will
never be able to form meaningful, lasting
memories.
As teenagers and young adults, I think
that we often fail to realize the finiteness of life. Most of us live as if there’s no
tomorrow, completely unaware of the time
we spend pointlessly. We are oftentimes
consumed by various emotions — most of
which are inexplicably complex — and end
up dazed and confused.
As a student, I have experienced
numerous moments when I felt that I was
out of control and that everything was
moving too fast. I have also experienced
several incredibly joyous moments, as
well. In times of really strong emotions
like these, I try to pause whatever it is that
I am doing and say, “This. Don’t you forget
this,” and then I will make time to write a
small journal entry about what I am going
through at that moment.
I find these crushing moments to be
terrifying; whenever they occur, it feels as
if a curtain has been pulled back, revealing something I had not thought about
previously, revealing how fast everything
is moving relative to my ability to capture
each moment.
Revisiting what my friend had once
told me, I think that life only becomes a
story of other people’s passing only when
we fail to embrace it as a whole and to seek
meaning in our day-to-day experiences.
What about you? How do you combat
crushing moments?
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Hockey picks up two big wins against MSOE
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

Last weekend was a big one
in the National College Hockey
Association (NCHA), and for
Lawrence University Men’s
Hockey team (Vikings) (7-12-2,
6-8-2 NCHA) as well. Fighting
for a playoff spot, the Vikings
clashed with Milwaukee School
of Engineering (MSOE) (Raiders)
(12-8-1, 7-8-1 NCHA) in a tight
home-and-home series and came
out on top.
On Friday, Feb. 5, the Raiders
hosted the Vikings at the Kern
Center in Milwaukee, where right
from the start it was clearly not
going to be an easy battle. After a
scoreless first period, the Vikings
got on the board first when senior
Brandon Boelter fired one in 4:39
into the second. Senior Renato
Engler and sophomore Lane King
were credited with assists. The
Raiders took a full period before
responding with a goal of their
own 5:55 into the third.
MSOE’s rough physical game

brought several power play
opportunities for the Vikings,
one of which they capitalized on
9:49 in the third. Freshman Josh
Koepplinger tallied the second
Lawrence goal off assists from
junior Ryan Eardley and sophomore Austin Frank, reclaiming
the lead for the Vikings. When
the Raiders got a power play of
their own a few minutes later,
they found the net with their man
advantage to tie it up again, sending the game into overtime four
minutes later.
Despite the Vikings’ 6-3 shot
advantage in overtime, no more
attempts found their mark, resulting in a 2-2 tie for the first game
of the high-stakes series. MSOE
consistently outshot the Vikings
for most of the game, but the quality of those attempts were not
good enough to get past junior
goaltender Mattias Soderqvist,
who earned 44 saves for the
night. Raider goaltender Nick
Kohn made 34 saves, and his team
outshot the Vikings 46-36. Both
teams went 1-for-4 on the power
play.
Saturday, Feb. 6, brought the

Raiders to Appleton Family Ice
Center to conclude the series on
the Vikings’ home ice. Similarly
to the previous night, the first
period started off with a lot of digging by both teams, but no goals
on either end. Lawrence logged
their second power play goal of
the series 12:37 into the second
period, when senior Matt Moore
scored off assists from Boelter
and fellow senior Ryan Rumble.
MSOE retaliated quickly, slipping
one past the Viking defense at
15:02 to tie it up.
After the second intermission, the Vikings returned to
the ice determined to recapture
their lead and claim the victory they so desperately needed.
Still 3 points ahead of them in
NCHA North Division standings,
the Raiders were holding onto
the third place position needed
to secure that playoff spot. This
win would earn the Vikings 2
points and put them within 1 of
the Raiders. They wanted it. They
needed it. Freshman Nick Felan
scored the goal that got his team
those 2 points just 3:34 into the
third period, off Engler and King

assists. The Vikings held off the
Raiders for the remainder of the
period to earn a much-needed 2-1
victory.
Soderqvist made a big difference for the Vikings, recording
46 saves for the night to Kohn’s
29. MSOE again outshot Lawrence
47-31, but went 0-for-5 on the
power play to the Vikings’ 1-for-6.
Other notable action in the
NCHA last weekend included
now-No. 3 Adrian College’s (173-1, 13-2-1 NCHA) 6-4 nonconference loss to University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point (18-4-1,
currently No. 4 in the nation), St.
Norbert College’s (18-2-1, 14-2
NCHA) ascent to the No. 1 spot in
the national Division III rankings,
and Marian University (Sabres)’s
(15-5-3, 13-4-1 NCHA) continuing
10-game win streak that contributed to their massive point accumulation in the past month. The
Sabres, who also made the national list at No. 12 this week, are
tied with Adrian for first place in
the NCHA South Division with 27
points, just one point away from
the Green Knights, who have 28
points and are sitting first in the

North Division 4 points ahead of
College of St. Scholastica (14-5-2,
12-4 NCHA, now No. 15 nationally). The remaining battles this season will be for those third place
spots, currently held by MSOE in
the North Division with 15 points
and by Concordia University
Wisconsin (10-9-2, 6-8-2 NCHA)
in the South Division with 14.
Lawrence’s 14 points places them fourth in the North
Division by a slim margin, and
this weekend’s road series against
Northland College (7-13-1, 6-10
NCHA) is a good opportunity to
keep pace with the Raiders, who
take on Aurora University (2-18-1,
2-13-1 NCHA) this weekend and
St. Norbert next weekend. The
final series of the regular season
for the Vikings will be against
Lake Forest College (7-14, 5-11
NCHA) the weekend of Feb. 19
and 20, so the journey is certainly
not over and the road ahead will
not be an easy one.
The puck will drop at
Northland in Ashland, Wisc, at 7
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 12, and at 2
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 13.

Freshman Sportlight
by Brady Busha

Greg Procopio - Hockey
have a tough goaltender for years to come.
So, where are you from, and what drew
you to Lawrence?
I am from Philadelphia, Pa. Mostly
hockey drew me here. Originally, I was at
Pennsylvania State University (Penn State)
and I didn’t really like the big college atmosphere. I really like the small, personalized
education I’m getting here at Lawrence.

How do you keep yourself focused before
you get in the net? Do you have any pregame rituals?
I stick to a strict schedule. I get my
work done early, so I have time to focus.
My pre-game rituals, I don’t really have any,
but I do like to lay in bed the night before a
game, and kind of play it in my head, so that
when I get out there and actually start playing, it’s like second nature.

Photo by Emei Thompson

Greg Procopio, a freshman goaltender
for the Lawrence University Men’s Hockey
team, has shown real promise and improvement over the season. Seeing action against
some top programs, including University
of Wisconsin Eau Claire and St. Norbert
College, Procopio has compiled a 0.835 save
percentage, but unfortunately has not tallied
a win yet. With his natural talent and his
studying under the experienced senior goaltender Mattias Soderqvist, Lawrence will

Is there anything you do in your spare
time that you think helps with your performance?
I do yoga. I know it’s kind of weird,
but for a goalie, you kind of have to. I also
like to play basketball. It’s important to
get away from the rink and do things other
than hockey to continue to stay in shape
and stay sharp.
What’s one thing you’ve enjoyed so far
this year as a Lawrence student?

I enjoy the community here. Everybody
is close, you see a lot of the same people
often, and you become friends. It’s a very
close-knit world here.
In your mind, what has been the easiest
and the toughest parts of being on a collegiate team?
The easiest part is the fact that it’s
been something I’ve been doing for so long.
So it’s like second nature. The toughest
part is adjusting to the fact that it’s collegiate level, so it’s bigger, faster and stronger.

How different does the atmosphere of
Lawrence feel from where you’ve been
previously?
Penn State was huge. You’re in class
with 100 kids, so you don’t get a connection with the professor. It’s also harder to
get close with people at a place like that,
whereas at Lawrence, you interact one on
one with your professors and close groups
of friends.
You could meet somebody at Penn State
and not see them for a month. Lawrence
reminds me of the prep school I went to, so
this was a very easy transition for me.
How have your teammates helped you
with your transition into the life of a collegiate student-athlete?
They guide you as far as courses and
professors. One of my teammates has the

same major as me, so he’s like my mentor.
Hockey-wise, the guys are really supportive,
and we’re very close. Everybody’s supportive on and off the ice.

Over the past few seasons, the Lawrence
Hockey team has had its ups and downs.
What do you think you bring to this team
to help make sure the team stays up?
Me, being the goalie, it’s a difficult
position, especially because we have a
junior starter in Mattias(Soderqvist). I like
to bring a positive work ethic, work my
butt off and do whatever I can to help the
boys win.
Where do you see this team going during
your time here at Lawrence?
The sky’s the limit. We plan on bringing in a good recruiting class next year.
Coach Skodzinski has constructed a great
program, and I think we’re prepared to be
a great competitor in the conference. I see
us being one of the top teams by next year,
or the year after.

So, being goalie, it’s a big position, especially for a freshman. It must be a little
intimidating, being expected to fill in for
Mattias Soderqvist at times, is it not?
It is. I knew the situation going in, but
that being said, they needed a guy to fill his
shoes when the time comes. Being close
with Mattias has really been helpful.

Lawrence track and field makes strides as end of season nears
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

The Lawrence University
Track and Field team competed
last weekend at University of
Wisconsin-Steven’s Point at the
Pointer Invite. The team faced stiff
competition in four very talented
UW schools along with Edgewood,
Lakeland, and the Milwaukee
Track Club. The men and women
both finished fifth as a team, fall-

ing to all four UW teams, but
ahead of the other competitors.
Going into the meet, the
Vikings relished the opportunity
to test themselves against some
traditionally very talented teams.
“We wanted to compete against
guys that generally compete at a
higher degree than we do,” said
senior Chris Fuelling. “It gave us a
chance to push ourselves to better
times.” As the indoor track season
nears its end, these season times
become all the more important for
seeding for the conference championships.

The Lady Vikes fared well
in this difficult field. Freshman
Sierra Polzin sits on top of the
highlights with her first place victory in the 800-meter dash with
a time of 2:29. Polzin was closely followed by freshman Sammi
Nixon in fourth at 2:33, indicating
a very dense front of the pack.
Senior Clare Bruning also continued her hot streak with a victory
in the five kilometer race with a
time of 19:41. Senior Liz Landes
followed in second at 20:45.
Sophomore Erin Schrobilgen took
fourth in the one mile run in 5:38,

and sophomore Hannah Kinzer
took fourth in the three kilometer
race in 11:31.
The men’s side was highlighted by some top finishes in the
three kilometer run. Senior Cam
Davies had the top finish overall
for the Viking men with a second
place finish and a time of 9:06.
Davies was closely followed by
freshman Josh Janusiak in third in
9:07, scoring valuable team points
for the Vikings. “I think individually we had some really good success,” reflects Fuelling. “We had
a chance to test ourselves and all

did well.”
Moving forward, the team
looks to continue to improve and
prepare for the conference meet
at the end of the season. “As a
team goal, we’re looking to get
to the top,” said Fuelling. With
only one meet left before conference, the Vikings have one more
effort to hit their best times for
seeding for the indoor championship meet. Next week, Lawrence
will return to UW-Steven’s Point
to test themselves against more
UW teams as well as conference
competitors.

SPORTS

Feb. 12, 2016

5

THE LAWRENTIAN

Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Andrea Wilkinson - Women’s Basketball
This week, I caught up with senior
Andrea Wilkinson of the Lawrence University
Women’s Basketball team. Wilkinson has
played on the team since her freshman year
and is one of two senior leaders on the team.
She is currently seventh in the league in defensive rebounds and eighth in minutes played.
Gabe Chapman: How’s the season going for
you?
Andrea Wilkinson: It’s okay. Wins and losses
wise it’s not that great, but as a team, I think
there is definite improvement from where
we were a couple of years ago. So, I think the
program is headed in the right direction.

GC: What are you happy with what you’ve
done personally this year?
AW: I would say just helping lead the team to
having a strong work ethic and not getting
frustrated with losses, because it’s hard to
continuously not win a game and still work
hard at it. But you’ve got to keep pushing
through in order to get the rewards you
want.

were down against Knox College and ended
up coming back to win the game in the final
minutes. It was one of the most exciting
games I’ve been a part of during my time
here.
GC: What has it been like playing a sport all
four years at Lawrence?
AW: I personally love it. I think it has helped
me manage my time better, and I also love
being part of a team because you immediately have a friend group and they’re always
there for you. I also love basketball so being
able to play has been great.

GC: How do you guys prepare for a game, and
how do you evaluate the game afterward?
AW: To prepare for games we usually watch
film of the other team and look for what type
of defense they’re going to run or specific
plays, and go through those things in practice, so we know what to expect before the
game. As for after the games we try not to

dwell on it too much, but we might go over
some films and some major points we need
to work on and discuss that at the beginning
of practice. That way we know what we need
to work on for the next game.
GC: What’s your favorite part about being on
the basketball team?
AW: I’d say my favorite part is my teammates.
I love everyone on the team and being able
to get to know them all and see them and
hang out with them everyday—even if it’s
at practice.

GC: Did you come to Lawrence to play basketball?
AW: Yeah I played basketball and volleyball
my first three years here so being able to
continue playing sports was a major reason
why I came here. I’ve loved my time here
and being able to play. I would definitely do
it again.

GC: As a senior do you see yourself as one of
the leaders on the team?
AW: Yeah I’d say Patsy [Kealey] and I are the
two strongest leaders on the team. We’ve
helped lead to the team in the right direction - - especially because we have such a
young team with mostly sophomores and
freshmen, so we’ve been sort of forced into
that role.

Photo courtesy of Paul WIlke

Surprise finishes at
Australian Open
____________________________________

The first Grand Slam tournament of the year, the Australian
Open, took place at the end of
January and gave us a glimpse at
what to expect this year in the
world of tennis. On the men’s side
it seems that those who in the past
were considered “the big four”
have no longer become as significant. And on the women’s side, for
the second straight major tournament we saw a huge upset in the
finals.
“The big four” as they have
come to be known on the men’s
side consists of four all time great
players who have been dominating
tennis for the past several years.
The four consists of Andy Murray
(England), Rafael Nadal (Spain),
Roger Federer (Switzerland), and
Novak Djokovic (Serbia). While
in past years this was an incredibly competitive group where any
one of them could emerge victorious in any tournament, Novak
Djokovic looks to have claimed
the torch from Nadal and Federer.
Nadal fell in the first round to an
unseeded opponent and Federer

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
16-0
17-4
Cornell
13-2
16-4
Grinnell
11-4
14-6
Lake Forest
9-6
11-9
Ripon
7-8
11-9
Illinois
7-8
10-10
Knox
6-9
11-9
Carroll
6-9
7-13
Beloit
6-10
8-13
Monmouth
3-12
4-16
Lawrence
0-16
0-21
HOCKEY
NHCA
North
St. Norbert
14-2
St. Scholastica 12-4
MSOE
7-8-1
Lawrence
6-8-2
Northland
6-10
Finlandia 1-15-2

GC: After four years of playing on the team,
what accomplishments are you most proud
of?
AW: I’d say it would be last year when we

Staff Writer

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC OVR
St. Norbert
16-0
19-2
Carroll
12-3
16-4
Ripon
11-4
13-7
Monmouth
9-6
13-7
Lake Forest
8-7
10-9
Beloit
7-9
9-12
Cornell
6-9
8-12
Lawrence
6-10
9-12
Grinnell
5-10
8-12
Illinois
4-11
7-13
Knox
0-15
1-19

TEAM

GC: What are your goals for the rest of the
season?
AW: Definitely to get a win. We have three
games left and two of them are very winnable, so just to leave it all out on the court
and hopefully get one win at least.

CJ Revis

STANDINGS

and Murray were both no match
for Djokovic. Federer met Djokovic
in the semi-finals and tried to find
the version on himself that ran
the sport for an era, but just could
not match the play of Djokovic
as he lost in four sets with really only one being the competitive. After taking care of Federer,
Djokovic matched up against Andy
Murray in the expected matchup of the top two ranked players in the world. But Djokovic
showed what a difference that one
spot makes as he took care of
Murray in straight sets. This was
his 11th grand slam title and his
record sixth Australian Open title.
Djokovic had what is widely seen
as one of the best years ever last
year and he seems to be motivated
to continue on that hot streak.
On the women’s side, the
focus is always on the greatest
player in the world, and probably
the greatest player ever, Serena
Williams. Williams coasted to
the finals without losing one set.
She was met there by seventh
ranked German Angelique Kerber.
Kerber was an unexpected final-

See page 11

Sports

Adrian
Marian
Concordia
Lake Forest
Aurora

South
13-2-1
13-4-1
6-8-2
5-11
2-13-1

OVR
18-2-1
14-5-2
12-8-0
7-12-2
7-13-1
1-19-3
17-3-1
15-5-3
10-9-2
7-14
2-18-1

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
Feb. 10, 2015

in photos

BLU CREW
EVENT
Men’s tennis players celebrate a set during last year’s spring season.
Photo provided by Paul Wilke

Men’s Tennis
The Lawrence University Men’s Tennis team
opened their season on Feb. 7 with a 6-3 win
against Milwaukee School of Engineering.
The Vikes compete again on Feb. 13 taking on
Ripon College.

The BLU Crew is the
name of the new
student section for
home sports events.
The next event is
Wednesday Feb. 7 at
5p.m and 7 p.m. Both
LU basketball teams
take on Carroll in their
final home games of
the season.
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P h o t o F e a t u r e : Eating off the Meal Plan:
Winter Carnival
Alanna Rieser

For The Lawrentian

_________________________________________________

Tucked away on Union Street lies the
McCarthy Co-Op, a theme house centered
around fostering a community by cooking and
sharing local, sustainable and organic foods
together. This week, I talked with senior and
Co-Op Residence Life Manager (RLM) Hannah
Jeruc. She shared the ins and outs of the Co-Op
meal plan, currently used by 15 students.
With 11 people occupying the house,
the meal plan consists of a collective food
budget of about the same amount as a regular meal plan with Bon Appétit. This budget
is placed in Co-Op’s private bank account,
readily available to ration for groceries. The
meal plan is also flexible, giving students an
allowance of meal swipes and culinary cash,
which—due to the typically hectic Lawrence
schedule—allows them to pick up food
quickly. Co-Op is an entirely vegetarian house, with consistent vegan
and gluten-free options.
Steve Keune, an Outagamie
County area farmer, provides
Co-Op and other houses with locally
grown, organic produce delivered
straight to their doors. Some common foods that Keune delivers are root

vegetables, dried fruit, nuts and, occasionally,
Kombucha tea. Although most of Co-Op’s food
comes from Keune, due to the seasonality
of the produce, they must occasionally buy
staple foods from larger chain stores such
as Woodman’s. When they grocery shop at
Woodman’s they prioritize supporting local,
organic and sustainable foods—a difficult feat
at a chain supermarket, yet accomplished
with distinct fervor. Jeruc detailed that lemons
and limes are the most sought after because
they are essential for cooking large group
meals.
She discussed how living
in a theme house
and cooking
her own food
expanded
her food
con-

K - p o p cl a ss
s h ar es cul t ure
th r ough da nce
Mina Seo
Staff Writer

_____________________________________________

Top to bottom:
Students play a
fierce game of
broomball; attendees interact at the
President’s Ball;
sculpters collaborate to create a
gnome out of ice;
a student mans
the hot chocolate
stand.

Photos by
Billy Liu

The Korean Culture Club (KCC)
recently started a K-pop dance class at
Lawrence University. The K-pop class
runs from 8-9 p.m. on Mondays in the
Multipurpose Room of the Buchanan
Kiewit Wellness Center. The class usually
reserves 30-40 minutes for exercising and
understanding basic steps of K-pop dance.
After warming up, students begin to practice dancing to the K-pop songs.
Junior Yan (Kathy) Li organized this
dance class on her own after asking KCC
to advertise and open it at the university.
“We actually opened this course in the last
term, but many students failed to join our
class because of the finals,” said Li. She is
now teaching dancing to the K-pop song
titled “Good Boy” and is planning to teach
“Shake It” by the Korean idol group Sistar.
Li has long been interested in the
dance movements of K-pop and jazz.
Although she is currently majoring in psychology, the dance choreography of K-pop
became one of her favorite interests during her free time. Moreover, she finds
great joy in teaching dance to other students since it helps her practice dancing
on her own before the class. To systemize
her teaching styles, she is trying to come
up with the fastest way to learn the dance.
For future purposes, Li is planning
to set up a Facebook group so that everyone can be involved in choosing a specific dance and K-pop song. She believes it
could be a good way of increasing motivation among the students. “I am also thinking of presenting flash mobs and other
performances in the [Activities] Fair next
year so I hope to recruit more members

later,” said Li.
Learning K-pop dance mostly consists of repeating the same dance movements and steps, but can also transform
into a very engrossing cultural experience
as it progresses.
As Korean pop culture is becoming
an increasingly global phenomenon, this
K-pop dance class adds a valuable asset
of diversity to the Lawrence community overall. It not only offers students a
chance to learn the dancing skills and
techniques of K-pop music, but also helps
them comprehend modern Korean culture. The students in the K-pop dance
class seemed very eager to learn every
single movement of the dance, as the
class was teeming with great enthusiasm
for learning. The K-pop dance class will
remain open until next year, as Li hopes to
recruit more teachers later on.
Senior Heidi Thiel, one of the students in the dance class, said, “Kathy is a
great teacher and I was always interested
in Korean culture and I think it is a good
part of it.” Thiel started to take this course
since she was not sure she could learn the
dance on her own. She was satisfied with
the dance class and found it a great channel to learn more about Korean culture.
Following up this K-pop dance class,
KCC also introduced another opportunity to learn the Korean language from
8-9 p.m. on Wednesdays in the Media/
Conference Room of the Seeley G. Mudd
Library. KCC explains that the Korean language class can be an effective way of
experiencing Korean culture as well.
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a Series on Where Else to Eat
live independently after they graduate, they
don’t know how to cook or how to budget to
buy groceries.”
When prompted, Jeruc discussed the
new perspective that only living in group
housing or living off campus can bring. She
stated, “I’ve become more aware of how much
we waste. In Co-Op, we really try to eat everything and what we can’t eat, we compost.”
She went on to say that she only attained new
perspectives about waste and food culture by
living in Co-Op for three years.
Bon Appétit provides many options
for dietary restrictions, because Lawrence
students are required to live on campus all
four years. Most campuses do not have these
same options, providing little to no assistance
for vegan, vegetarian or gluten-free diets.
However, most universities allow their
students to live off campus, so students learn valuable skills such as
cooking and budgeting.
Co-Op is only one example
of the food perspectives that
Lawrence’s group houses can
teach.

Co-Op House

sciousness. She said that the skills she has
learnt from living on a food collective are
invaluable. Cooking for oneself or a large
group, budgeting for weekly groceries, buying
the healthiest foods for the cheapest amount,
and rationing food so as not to waste anything
are some of the abilities taught within the
confines of theme housing. Since Lawrence
students are required to live on campus all
four years, these skills are hard to come by.
Jeruc described that
those who are
forced to live on
a mass meal plan
“don’t learn those
skills and then
when they

Groups s el l v a lent i nes
for Va lent ine’s D ay
Karina Barajas
Staff Writer

___________________________________

Valentine’s Day is just
around the corner. To get into
the spirit, students bought valentines from student organizations like Lambda Sigma and Phi
Mu Alpha Sinfonia these past
two weeks. Selling from tables
in Warch Campus Center, both
organizations will donate the
funds to Harbor House.
Lambda Sigma, an honors
society for sophomores, sold
valentines for students to have
delivered to their friends or
crush. Students could pay $1 to
send a valentine to someone’s
room, $1 to find out who sent
the valentine and $1 to buy a
"blocking insurance" so that
people they send valentines to
cannot find out they sent it.
Discussing why someone
would buy blocking insurance,
sophomore Aedan Gardill said,
“Some students like to send
playful valentines to [Dean of
Students] Curt Lauderdale.” It
is also for students who want to
be an anonymous lover or secret
admirer. Gardill’s favorite activity on Valentine’s Day is a “nice
romantic dinner date with his
significant other.” He said students should buy from Lambda
Sigma because it serves a good
cause and is a good feeling.
Sophomore
Marlee
Mindock said, “Lambda Sigma
wants everyone to buy valentines to spread the love during this Winter Term, which can
be quite dreary sometimes. We
especially want to provide our
service for freshmen because
one of Lambda Sigma's goals we
are working towards is mentoring the freshman class.” This
is the first year that Lambda
Sigma has done secret valentines for their Winter Term fun-

draiser, “but by the looks of how
well it’s going, we may initiate
it again next year!” she said.
Mindock’s favorite thing about
Valentine's Day is being able to
do little things for people. “I love
to brighten their days a bit more
than usual,” she remarked.
Freshman Ellen Jacobson
likes celebrating love. “I think
we should do it every day,” she
said. Her favorite thing about
Valentine's Day is telling people
how much they mean to her and
hearing the same from them.
Her least favorite part is when
society loses sight of love for
materialism. Even though she
does not have much time this
year to celebrate, she thinks she
will give out valentines to her
friends because “it is always nice
to tell people how special they
are.” She prefers homemade
valentines, though store-bought
can be just as sweet. “There's
just something about the personalization of homemade valentines,” she said.

Freshman
Sarah Woody
said she will
be spendi n g

friends. Her least favorite thing
is feeling lonely and not having a
date. She wishes she can go back
to elementary school where
everyone received a valentine.
She likes receiving homemade
cards because they are thoughtful and it is the thought that
counts. In one word, Valentine’s
Day to Woody is “love.”
Senior Justin Coyne and
sophomore Izzy Yellen from Phi
Mu Alpha Sinfonia are selling
“Valen-grams.” You find one of
your favorite symphonies and
for $3, they will sing for whoever you want them to sing to.
The songs you can choose from
are “Kiss the Girl” from “The
Little Mermaid” and five cheesy
barber shop quartet songs. For
Yellen, Valentine’s Day is “a time
to examine friendships and relationships, and remember that
there are other people who are
there for you.” Coyne added,
“Some people buy seven or eight
songs for one person and it is fun
and a
good feeling.”

The Lawrentian
insider at
Bjorklünden

Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

_________________________

The tides are changing at The
Lawrentian, and to uncover what
exactly is in store for the newspaper, I took it upon myself to travel
to Bjorklünden this past weekend
to get the scoop from the Editorial
Board. I was able to talk to News
Editors junior Noah Gunther and
senior Mackenzie Rech about their
thoughts on the board’s actions as
they choose their successors.
Gunther stressed the importance of getting the board together
in the retreat setting of Bjorklünden
to make these decisions. “I think it’s
integral to the efficiency and effectiveness of the Lawrentian Editorial
Board that we act as a cohesive unit
and make powerful decisions in person about who the next editors will
be and how we’ll handle managerial
tasks,” he said.
In addition to attending to business, the Lawrentian editors also had
time to bond together. “I’m here for
[Kappa Alpha] Theta, but I’ve been
to some Lawrentian events,” Rech
said, declining to go into detail. It
was Gunther who told me about the
activities the group engaged in. “We
tried to watch ‘Fantastic Mr. Fox,’ but
the streaming wasn’t very good, so
we ended up doing karaoke. That
was fun,” he said. I asked him what
song he sang, and he answered, “‘You
Make My Dreams Come True,’ Hall &
Oates. It’s in ‘500 Days Of Summer.’
It’s the part where it’s like animated
birds, I think, and people dancing.”
Clearly having gotten off topic,
I tried to find out more about the
newspaper’s plans. Gunther declined
to disclose who the next editors will
be, but Rech told me that it would
not be an easy decision. “There’s a
lot of hot candidates,” she said. “Like,
qualified … you know what I mean?”
Gunther was able to tell me
which current board members
would be rising to managerial positions. “Lizzy Weekes, who’s [Arts &

Entertainment editor] right now—
highly qualified—is going to be the
next editor-in-chief. And Alex Kurki,
who’s a copy editor right now, is
going to be copy chief. We’ve got a
lot of talent rising to the top,” he said.
Since their time as News editors
is expiring, I was curious what would
be next for Rech and Gunther. Rech
said that if she were to continue with
The Lawrentian as a writer in her last
term on campus, she had one serious
condition: “I’m only continuing on if
I can have a ‘Gossip Mack’ column in
Variety.”
I then asked Gunther if he would
be staying on with The Lawrentian.
“Um,” he answered.
“He’s thinking about it,” current Editor-in-Chief Zach Ben-Amots
interjected.
“Well, this is my interview, so …”
Gunther told him.
“OK, yeah. He hasn’t made up his
mind yet,” Ben-Amots said.
“I’m thinking about it. I haven’t
made up my mind yet,” Gunther concluded.
However, he did say he had
made up his mind that he would no
longer serve as News editor. “I’m
thinking about going back to writing.
Right now, The Lawrentian has a lot
of good people working in the editorial positions, but the newspaper
would benefit from having a strong
writing staff. We have some writers
graduating, so I figured maybe the
best thing I could do for the newspaper at this point is go back to writing,” he said.
Rech would probably agree
that this is a good move for Gunther.
Though she described their working relationship as positive, she said,
“Usually anything that goes wrong is
Noah’s fault.” I decided to take this
remark with a grain of salt, because
earlier in the interview, Rech had
told me that her official title was editor-in-chief and copy chief. “I handle
both,” she insisted.
When I asked if I could interview him for The Lawrentian, the
actual editor-in-chief, Ben-Amots,
asked, “What is that?” He could not
be reached for further comment.

Apply at lawrentian.com/apply.
Valentine’s
Day at her
home
in
Madison. Her
favorite
thing
is spreading love,
not just for lovers,
but also for family and
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Piano studio mixes music and
poetry in successful concert
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

Birdland
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

I love the music here at
Lawrence University and how
it is so easy to see incredible
concerts for free just a minute
from where I live, but it can be
refreshing to see music outside of Harper Hall, Memorial
Chapel and group houses. So,
while in New York City this
weekend, I sprung at the chance
to go to the legendary Birdland,
regardless of who was playing. Birdland, a jazz club that
has been around since 1949
in a few different incarnations,
has hosted some of the biggest
names in jazz throughout the
years. The concert I saw on
Friday, Feb. 5 was no exception.
The supergroup, a collection of some of Monterey
Jazz Festival’s headliners, consisted of guitarist and vocalist
Raul Midón, saxophonist Ravi
Coltrane, trumpeter Nicholas
Payton, musical director and
pianist Gerald Clayton, bassist Joe Sanders, and drummer
Gregory Hutchinson. With this
diverse ensemble of renowned
musicians and up-and-coming
stars, I was not sure at first
what to expect, having only
been familiar with the solo
work of a few members.
However,
that
lack
of knowledge was good.
Regardless, I knew they were
all talented, and I was just ready
for some jazz to speak to me.
That is exactly what happened,
and it was much more powerful
than I could have imagined.
My ears immediately welcomed the hip, subdued start
of minimal, out-of-time drums,
ominous yet calming trumpet
chills, and tense, rich chords
on piano. I did not know until I
processed it, but those sounds
were exactly what I wanted and
needed to hear at that exact
moment. This feeling remained
with me throughout the concert.
It is rare for live music to
make it so easy to just sit with
my mouth slightly ajar, my eyes
open wide, and my brain feeling completely at peace yet at
the same time, attempting to
process so much. Its rarity and
beautiful effect convinced me
that this concert was undoubtedly one of the most important
experiences in my life. It exemplified the true power of music
to me.
Since so much was going
on in my head and on the stage,
it is hard to recall all the musical moments that really resonated with me, because as the
songs progressed, they passed,
existing only in that point in
time. One moment that stood

out, among a few others, was
the high point in the first tune.
As the pounding toms and bass
drum increased in intensity,
the horns and rhythm section
ascended. They built up in dissonance and dynamics until the
drums switched into accentuated hits, almost heavy metalesque, and the rest of the band
resolved into a less crunchy
chord. At this point in the song,
I was nearing the edge of my
seat more and more until the
resolution, when I whipped my
head back in surprise and sudden peace.
One of the most unique
parts of this whole happening
was that I felt all these emotions—comfort, amazement,
peace and beauty—even before
the first piece ended and continued to feel them until the
end of the show. They lingered
ever so slightly into the next
day and of course come flowing back as I write this. There
is something to be said about
music and other art that resonates in this way: it must be
actively sought out. It does not
present itself often, but when it
does, it is impossible to mistake
and can completely change you.
I almost did not see this
show, because it was expensive, late at night and pretty
inconvenient to get to. I suggest
you make these decisions like
I do—even if just the smallest part of you wants to go,
go. You never know what can
happen. If it is bad, you will be
disappointed and may be out
a few bucks, but in the grand
scheme of things, that is not all
that unfortunate. However, if
you do go, a phenomenon such
as the one I experienced may
occur. You could leave spiritually enlightened, incredibly
motivated to create and have
an even more positive outlook
on life.
Seeing how this concert
affected me in writing is a bit
odd—I seem a little insane and
my descriptions somewhat
exaggerated—but that further
shows that some things about
music can never be articulated,
particularly its effects on the
listener. Sure, putting in words
exactly what happened during
a piece can be done. The listener can also write if it made
them feel happy, sad or whatnot. However, there is a realm
of music’s impact that cannot
be described by anyone, ever.
It is something to feel and to
attempt to bring forward with
personal creations and art.
When I got out of that concert—despite it being 1 a.m.,
staying in a hotel room, and not

See page 9

Composer
and
lyricist
Stephen Sondheim once said that
he never wrote much of his music
with the piano as the primary
instrument because he was not
much of a player. However, if he
had been better at playing, piano
would likely be the main instrument in all of his works, which
he did not want. Whether or not
you agree with him, you have to
admit he was right regarding one
particular factor: a piano can do
just about anything. Be it individual notes floating in the air or
thundering chords, a piano is a
world in itself. If there were ever
any doubts about this, they were
settled at Lawrence University’s
piano studio recital, which was
held in Harper Hall on Thursday,
Feb. 4.
This being a studio recital, 16
pieces were performed. Some of
them were very brief—the shortest one seemed to be about 90 sec-

onds. Others were tiny epics—the
longest I estimated to be around
seven minutes. None of them had
much of a similar style—the pieces ranged from across at least
200 years—except for a common
theme: each was based on a piece
of prose or poetry.
The result was an incredible diversity of texts and music.
Writings were from Shakespeare,
Lorca, Ashbery, folktales and
poems that had lost their author’s
original names. There were works
by composers such as Liszt,
Debussy, Cowell and Brahms, each
showing off the personality and
styles of the student who played
them. After adjusting the bench,
the pianist would get up, stand
before the audience and recite
from memory their particular
text, before sitting down and playing their piece.
Each of the 16 performers
did very well. Some were a bit
hesitant, even a bit wavering in
their piece—one particular person had the only verbal applause
of the night, right after they finished, but it was such a sweet

moment that you could not be
mad at them—but came out just
fine. Other members sat down
and played the piano like it was
a video game they had beaten
a hundred times over. Their feet
worked the pedals gently, they
were never anxious in how they
chose to interpret a piece, and
each one you heard made you feel
at least a little compelled to seek
out more of the music.
The texts, too, were a surprise—some of them happy and
poetic, and others morbid, involving wishing your mother would
be damned to the fires of hell
and that God only owned half of
a tongue. Before the last piece of
the night began, we were treated
to the vocal version, and we sang
together in harmony, more or
less. It was a strange way to end,
being the only piece to sing, but
how can anyone fault it? It was a
lovely conclusion to a lovely evening, and the piano studio recitals,
therefore, get a hearty recommendation.

Rachel Barton Pine shares
violin talents with Lawrence
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence
is
fortunate
enough to host high-profile performers who want to play for
university students and Appleton
townspeople. On Saturday, Feb. 6
in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel,
Rachel Barton Pine gave a twohour violin recital featuring several challenging and beautiful
masterpieces.
Pine is an accomplished soloist from Chicago who has performed all over the world. She
spends most of her time traveling
around the United States; in the
next few months, she will hold
concerts in Oregon, California,
Florida, Tennessee, Maryland,
Illinois and New Mexico.
Pine played Saturday’s concert for a crowded hall. Tickets
were sold at reasonable prices
so as not to discourage people of
all sorts from coming to hear the
music. Many of the students in
attendance were dressed in formal wear, prepared to attend the
President’s Ball, which took place
later that night.
The sounds of violin and
piano projected strongly to the
back seats of the chapel. Each of
Pine’s four main musical selections offered a change in character
that demonstrated her wide range
of expression as a player. Passive
and active listeners all found
something to admire, whether it

was her technique, her stage presence or her bright purple dress.
The first piece was Mozart’s
“Violin Sonata in B-flat major, K.
454.” In each of its three movements, Pine emphasized the
contrasting emotions and found
each elegantly-shaped phrase.
Beginning with this sonata was
a good way to set the tone of the
concert without giving away the
extremes of virtuosity found in
the later works.
In addition to her skills as an
instrumentalist, Pine is known for
her charm and her ability to connect with audiences. Before each
piece, she lowered her violin and
gave a few interesting background
facts to help people appreciate
the music. She made the briefings
accessible for newcomers to classical music as well as interesting
for trained musicians.
During the performance,
Pine stood next to her thoughtful accompanist, Matthew Hagle.
Hagle was the backbone of every
piece, supporting Pine as needed
and entering the spotlight himself when the music called for
it. Unfortunately, he received no
individual recognition, but he
stood to smile and bow with Pine
after each piece concluded.
The other pieces she played
continued the theme of alternating emotional content. Pine
froze the audience in place with
Prokofiev’s “Sonata in F minor,
Op. 80.” The composer himself
described one of the passages as

“winds blowing through a graveyard.” He wanted listeners to be
transported to places of torment
and despair.
Next, she played Brahms’
“Violin Sonata No. 2 in A major,
Op. 100,” a warm piece that showcases the violin’s strength in
playing romantic music. Finally,
Ravel’’s flavorful “Tzigane,” which
requires the utmost technical ability, brought the concert to its conclusion.
While professional violinists
can pull large sounds out of most
instruments, Pine’s instrument
is special. Her violin was made
in 1742 by Joseph Guarnerius
del Gesu. As she explained from
the stage, Brahms himself handselected this instrument for one
of his performer friends, Marie
Soldat-Roeger.
While the pieces formed a
cohesive concert program, they
were actually selected based on
other criteria. Associate Professor
of Music Samantha George worked
with Pine to select pieces that are
currently being studied by violin
students in her studio. The morning of the concert, Pine hosted a
master class, and offered insight
and advice for students.
After a short encore piece,
Brahms’ famous “Lullaby” and
multiple standing ovations, Pine
exited the stage, leaving people to
discuss their favorite aspects of
the memorable performance.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Feb. 12, 2016

9

THE LAWRENTIAN

Symphonic band creates a “Fiesta!” in the chapel
McKenzie Fetters
Staff Writer

___________________________________

On Friday, Feb. 5 at 8 p.m.
in the Lawrence Memorial
Chapel, the Lawrence University
Symphonic Band displayed their
talents in their concert titled
“Fiesta!” Conducted by Associate
Professor of Music Education
and Associate Director of Bands
Matthew Ramón Arau ’97, the
band performed several pieces
that contained a wide array of
musical ideas, all falling somewhere within the realm of the
extravagant jubilance that one
would expect from a fiesta.
The first piece, “The
Florentiner Italian Grand March”
by Julius Fučík, began with brilliant trumpet fanfare and proceeded to a boisterous, carnival-esque
theme featuring all instruments
at once. The group displayed a
nice synergy in this piece, particularly with dynamics and through
some passages with difficult runs.
Nowadays, most of the music one
hears is very heavy, drenched with
dark, brooding themes that have a
tangible intensity. However, this
piece’s pleasant and carefree melody spoke of an innocent time, an
age long forgotten. It reminded
one that simple, lively tunes can
be a welcome change from the
usual serious, ponderous pieces
that have become staples of many
concert programs.
The second piece performed
was “Pacem—A Hymn for Peace”
by Robert Spittal, an amiable tune
that the band played with a present, firm sound that rose high into
the chapel. This piece also included crescendos of multiple lines
into an ultimate climax, and at its
end, the entire ensemble breathed
together for a satisfactory conclu-

Birdland

continued from page 8
having my trumpet or any other
instrument with me—I wanted
to play like never before. I did
not want to shed scales, practice
changes or anything like that. I
just wanted to have the freedom
to tap into anything I have ever
felt and any influences I have
ever had to serve my supreme
love for creating something pure
and beautiful. I would be able to
feel its purpose and the emotion
behind it, and proudly step back
and think, “I created this, it docu-

sion.
The next piece, “Foolish Fire”
by Greg Simon, allowed the band
to showcase its technical prowess with startling fast passages
and abrupt high notes. The suspense and mystery created by the
band’s sound made one feel as
though one was listening to the
soundtrack of a spy thriller or
another typical action movie. The
piece’s disparate melodic lines
finally converged into the sounds
of manufactured chaos, which
seemed to be restrained only by
the steady beating of Arau’s baton.
The last piece on the program served as the namesake for
the concert: “La Fiesta Mexicana”
by H. Owen Reed. This piece was
comprised of three movements:
Prelude and Aztec Dance, Mass,
and Carnival, all of which served
to represent different aspects of
a real fiesta. With collaboration
from members of the Lawrence
University Wind Ensemble on various instruments and Instructor of
Harp Leila Pertl on harp, the band
effectively communicated the various emotions portrayed by the
different movements: the Prelude
and Aztec Dance movement felt
mighty and ancient with its blazing chorus; the Mass movement
sounded both ominous and celebratory with its continual tolling
bells; and the Carnival movement
topped it all off with its lively,
happy motifs.
Overall, the symphonic band
proved its capability of performing a versatile range of styles
through its various pieces. For
those interested in hearing some
more band music, the next symphonic band and wind ensemble
concert will be on Friday, March
11 at 8 p.m.
ments me at my purest form and
others will have their own feelings
on it, hopefully helping them to
create something of their own.”
Alas, I was not able to do
this—although I am sure I will
soon—but I was able to translate
some of the swirling contents of
my conscious into words that will
continue to better me as a person,
musician and artist. I can only
hope my words influence you as
well, and that you have an experience like mine—one can that be
fondly looked backed upon and
shape you in a way nothing else
can.
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The Lawrence University Symphonic Band performed a diverse set of pieces in their concert titled “Fiesta!” on Friday, Feb 5.
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join the lawrentian
as a writer or photographer. We want
your voice in our publication.
If interested, visit
lawrentian.com/apply.

920-749-1111
Best Traditional Pizza
Best Late-Night Dining
Best Take-Out/Delivery

www.MuncheezPizzeria.com | 600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton

OPINIONS & EDITORIALS

10

Feb. 12, 2016

THE LAWRENTIAN

STAFF EDITORIAL

The Danger of Absolutes
Deepta Jyoti

For The Lawrentian

We can make a difference in the primaries
After Hillary Clinton was declared the Democratic victor on Monday, Feb. 1, the results of the Iowa
caucuses were the center of much debate. Particularly, the fact that several ties that occurred between
Democrats Clinton and Bernie Sanders were settled by coin flip confused and angered many.

Of the seven coin flips on record via the Microsoft reporting application, Sanders won five flips
against Clinton and one against Martin O’Malley. The six infamous coin flips Clinton won were not digitally recorded and are simply anecdotal. All of these flips were used to determine county delegates being
sent to the district and then state convention, not the state delegates being sent to the national convention. This process is not unique to Iowa; 34 other states settle ties in the same way.
Should any election results be determined by coin flip or any other “games of chance?” If we are to
elect a president who is truly representative of the population’s political views, there must be a better
way to settle a tie.

The Iowa Democratic Party’s way of running the caucuses lends itself to ties and is therefore inherently flawed. In caucus meetings, voters are asked to split into groups according to candidate support.
These meetings involve discussion and process of elimination, and supporters of candidates with less
than 15 percent support are asked to join a more popular candidate’s group. This continues until all
candidates have at least 15 percent support, and delegates are allotted according to percentage. This
process may barely make sense with a large candidate pool, but with only two major Democratic candidates, a tie seems inevitable.
Conversely, the Iowa Republican Party uses a system where one person equals one vote. This representative procedure allows for a more accurate voter picture.

Both parties send these county results to the district convention and then the state convention
where delegates are chosen for the national convention.
The Democratic system is confusing and how these steps are implemented is not completely transparent. The way in which Democratic percentages are tabulated is unclear. The process of coin flipping,
unique to the Democratic party, allows for less voter say in the matter.
While an obvious and immediate change is not apparent, we must reckon with the system we are
given. These ties can be avoided if enough young voters turn out to polling places.

In the Iowa caucuses, surveys revealed that 18 percent of democratic caucus goers were aged 17-29
years. This is a decrease from previous election cycles. Of those 18 percent who participated in the
caucuses, 84 percent voted for Sanders. This being said, if more young voters had voiced their opinions
in the caucuses, there most likely would have been a very different result. A clear majority would have
supported Sanders and no tie-breakers would have been necessary.
These primaries are only the first step in a long election process, but the decisions made affect the
presidential election as a whole. Wisconsin’s primary election is Tuesday, April 5. If you want to be heard
and have a say in who will be our next president, go vote!
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor Jessica Morgan at jessica.m.morgan@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than 350 words.

_____________________________________

I find a tendency in myself to
think of opinions as “right” or
“wrong.” I have noticed this same
behavior among many people
with whom I have interacted.
While this mode of thinking certainly helps when making swift
decisions on what to accept or
believe, it is not a good approach
to general deliberation. By setting
powerful absolutes to our opinions, we cement their place in our
minds and thus, our actions.
Consider advertisements that
claim that something is “scientifically proven” or “laboratory
tested.” Some toothpaste commercials claim that their product has
been proven to make teeth “three
shades brighter.” Antibacterial
soaps and hand wash commercials often claim that they have
been tested to “kill 99.99 percent
of germs upon contact.” When
hearing such statements, we
may be moved to think that the
products must really do what the
advertisements claim, primarily
because there is a belief that science is always right.
Given all that technology has
done for civilization, it is difficult
not to think of science as, at the
very least, powerful. Technology
allows us to talk to people on the
other side of the world, create
bionic limbs and recreate temperatures of the surface of the sun
with modern weapons of mass
destruction. On top of that, scientists, unlike priests or politicians,
can almost always recreate their
inventions with poignant accuracy. Modern creations of science
and technology are awe-inspiring.
However, what most people
forget or do not realize is that the
objective of science is to describe
the nature of the universe in all its
complexities and endless details.
Hypotheses lead to experimentation and observation leads to

theories, but never proofs. Given
the same parameters, experimental results are generally re-creatable; if they are not, it is usually
a sign that the parameters of that
particular experiment are not the
same. Due to this and the built-in
rigor of the scientific process, we
usually have good reasons to trust
most scientific data. However,
there is no good reason to believe
that a scientific theory must be
true. Such modes of thinking are
unscientific.
However, advertisements routinely take advantage of our trust
in the scientific process to sell
products. They take advantage of
our belief that science is always
right. This belief enables the
advertisement’s propaganda.
Propaganda relies on very
loud rhetoric and group thought.
A propagandist’s goal is to appeal
to the biases of some and get
them to nod their heads. Others,
who are less decided, will soon
join simply because of the power
of group thought. Group thought
causes people to take up opinions
simply because others have taken
up those opinions as well.
There seems to be a tendency
in people to view the opinion of
groups to be either totally right or
totally wrong. We tend to forget
that groups do not have opinions;
that groups cannot have opinions.
Groups are simply a collection of
people based on perhaps one or
two similarities. Two people may
do the same job and we can put
them into a group because they
do the same job, but they can have
completely different political,
social and religious preferences.
Members of each group can
be completely dissimilar apart
from those one or two similarities. Each member is equally liable to misjudgment. As such, our
trust in the “opinions” of groups
is generally without foundation.

See page 11
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Did Albright and Steinem miss the mark on Bernie?
Jonathan Rubin
Staff Writer

_________________________

Recently, feminist icon Gloria
Steinem and the first woman
Secretary of State Madeline
Albright have both come out critiquing young women who do not
support Hillary Clinton’s White
House bid. They believe that the
young women who support the
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
are not doing their part for the
struggle for women’s equality.
Part of what they are saying is certainly true: there is no
woman on earth more qualified to
be president than Hillary Clinton.
If one wants to accomplish what
was once a pipe dream, to elect a
female president in the deeply sexist United States, then Clinton is
by far the best candidate—though
my home state of Massachusetts’
firebrand Junior Senator Elizabeth

Warren could also be argued for.
At an event for Clinton,
Albright said “We can tell our story
of how we climbed the ladder, and
a lot of you younger women think
‘it’s done.’ It’s not done. There’s
a special place in Hell for women
who don’t help each other!”
Steinem expressed a similar
sentiment in a much more inflammatory way. While speaking to
the ever-smug Bill Maher, Steinem
suggested that young women support Sanders because “the boys
are with Bernie.” Steinem later
released an apology for implying
that young women are not serious
about their politics.
It is not as though a Sanders
administration would not be a big
step forward for women. Sanders
has one of the strongest voting
records in favor of women’s rights
in congress right now. Bernie is
against the wage gap, for a woman’s right to choose and is a champion of paid family leave. Clinton

also has a similarly strong record
when it comes to women’s rights,
so I do not think that these issues
really come in to play when determining which candidate is more
suitable to be the nominee.
While gender does play a role
in many issues, and the prospect
of a woman president is a good
thing in and of itself, that does not
mean that gender means more
than a candidate’s platform. What
both Steinem and Albright do not
acknowledge is what I see as the
two greatest differences between
the Senator from Vermont and
the former Secretary of State:
their views on climate change and
war.
Clinton’s record over her
whole career is clearly more
hawkish then Sanders’ is.
Whether it was voting for the
war in Iraq or her handling of
negotiations in Libya, Clinton does
not shy away from military intervention. Therefore, regardless of

The importance of floundering
for soon-to-be real adults
Aubrey Klein
Copy Editor

________________________

I am four months away from
graduation, and I am scared. In
a minute I will be excited, and
in another I might be anxious,
then I will take a deep breath and
feel okay about it. Until the cycle
starts over again. In the quiet lulls
of conversations with my friends,
I find myself asking them: so what
are your plans for after graduation? I cannot tell if this makes me
feel better or worse. I think I may
take an unkind satisfaction in the
comparison of my plan with their
lack of one. Or I feel insecure at
their acceptance letter in hand,
while I am still writing applications.
The transition from college to
true adulthood—or whatever you
want to call it—sometimes feels
like an Indiana Jones-style rickety wooden bridge that stretches across a huge chasm. When
you drop a pebble off the edge of
the cliff, you will not hear it hit
the bottom. And the path ahead
is shrouded in fog, so you can’t
even see the other side, much less
know what awaits you when you
get there.
There are so many interconnected parts to life after graduation. I am planning on going to
graduate school, and I am juggling
applications, test dates, letters of
recommendation and resumes. I
do not know what city I will be
living in so I cannot look for a
place to live yet, or work. Each
decision depends so much on the
other that it makes it hard to have
a plan. And for a future-oriented,
Type-A person like myself, I find
it really difficult to let go of that
need to control.

I have been privileged and
lucky in life. I have always known
where I was going, and I have
not failed at anything big that I
really wanted. Sure, I got some
bad grades here and there and did
not get an internship I realized I
never even wanted that badly. But
I am not so naïve as to think that
life after college will not have a
lot more failures and floundering
in store for me than I have had to
face in the past.
“Flounder: to struggle with
stumbling or plunging movements—usually followed by
about, along, on, through, et
cetera.” When I picture floundering, a series of scenarios play out
in my head. What if I apply for a
job, one I was counting on getting,
and get rejected? What if I cannot
pay my rent one month and really
do not want to ask my parents for
help? What if I decide to go back
to school? These are all moments
that will indeed leave me stumbling and plunging ahead into an
unknown future.
But reread that definition
again—it says “usually followed
by about, along, on, through.”
Contained within the definition
of floundering is the prospect that
you will eventually stop stumbling
and gain your footing. You will go
about your life, move along and
get through it. There are a lot
of opportunities to flounder in
life after graduation, and that is
exactly what they should be seen
as: opportunities.
I think, for a control-freak
like me, floundering will provide
me with some much needed perspective. Here is the thing; no matter how hard I try, I make plans
and I get attached to them. I will
inevitably be disappointed when
they do not go exactly that way. I
think that not knowing will help

me re-evaluate what really matters.
As an aside, I am not meaning to glorify struggle. There are
much more immediate and debilitating struggles in life that a mere
bit of positive thinking cannot fix.
If someone’s basic needs are not
being met due to poverty, homelessness or something else, their
primary concerns are far from the
existential questions I am talking
about here.
This fact reminds me that I
need to be grateful for the things
I have, and not only that, but to
include aspirations of social justice, allyship and serving others in
my life plan. No one should be so
self-involved in their struggle—
whatever type of struggle that
may be—that they stop caring
about others. This is an important
way that floundering has already
helped me re-contextualize what
matters in life.
Nevertheless, the question
of what I am meant to do is still
in the forefront of my mind much
of the time. I am afraid of not
having a safety net, but I think if
I allow myself to fall through it,
I can reach some depths of selfexploration that I was afraid to
confront before.
I think it is easy to live a
life you think you are supposed
to be living, one that is comfortable, conventional and garners
approval from your family. But I
think it is really in the moments
of imperfection and pain that we
connect with our true calling. We
find what it is we are willing to
struggle for, rather than that with
which we are merely comfortable.

gender, any pacifist or anti-war
voter would obviously lean more
towards Sanders.
When asked what the biggest
threat to national security was
at the first Democratic Debate,
Sanders said climate change,
whereas Clinton’s record when it
comes to the climate is very flipfloppy at best. In this case again,
regardless of gender, if a voter
cares deeply about environmental issues, then that voter would
naturally lean towards Sanders.
I think Albright and Steinem
should give more credit to progressive women. While their point
about Clinton’s unparalleled—by
any man or woman—experience
and qualifications are very important and should be deeply considered before casting a vote in the
primary, the flat-out dismissal of
backing Sanders is not fair.
While I am not a woman, I
cannot pretend that there is not a
part of me that wants to cast a vote

Absolutes

continued from page 10
The only conclusion we can reach
is that those opinions are widely
held either because they are good,
or—what seems to be usually the
case—because those ideas are
easy to swallow and are manipulative. Those opinions need as
much evaluation as any other, if
not more.
Given our strong biases, carefulness is not sufficient in preventing propaganda and stereotypes
from affecting our thought process. Therefore, I suggest a protocol: avoid thinking of opinions
as completely right or wrong, and
instead, consciously view your
opinions to be “the best you got
at this moment.” When faced with

for Clinton because she has gotten closer to the White House than
any other woman. I also think it is
important to remember how hard
it was for her to get there.
While Clinton certainly is
the establishment candidate that
Sanders paints her to be, she certainly was not when she was just
starting her political career. She
became the stateswoman she is
by being one of the most brilliant
people in Washington for decades.
So while I hold Clinton in the
highest esteem, I simply support
Sanders’ platform and agree more
with his vision for our country
than I do hers.
I suppose in the end, I will
not be able to resist checking off
the super mensch Sanders on the
ballot, but I certainly will not have
any mixed feelings when Hillary is
likely sworn in as our President.

a new opinion, test that opinion
by assuming it to be true and play
devil’s advocate against yourself.
This, firstly, prevents any permanent belief of the rightness of
any opinion, and then forces an
internal debate that may weed out
irrational biases and prevent the
near-automatic rejection of a foreign or seemingly-malicious idea.
Thus, we become more malleable
to reason and better able to relate
to others. We become more openminded while still maintaining a
strong defense against actually
malicious ideas.
So, the next time you come
across an opinion that is against
your own, I urge you try to defend
that opinion and see how far you
go. You might just end up with
something valuable, and yet,
priceless: understanding.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those

of the students, faculty, staff and community members
who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a
majority of the Editorial Board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the
parameters outlined in the masthead.

Aussie Open

continued from page 5
ist and was looking to become
the lowest seed to win the Open
since 2007. With Williams having her most dominant run to the
finals than in any of her previous
majors, she was a strong favorite.
However, Kerber had other plans.
The Serena Williams that we have
come to know was not the Serena
Williams we saw in the finals, as

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
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she committed 46 unforced errors
and Kerber stunned the tennis
world and walked away with her
first major title. The loss means
that Williams will have to wait for
at least one more major to tie the
record of 22 career Grand Slam
titles.
The next major tournament
will be the French Open, which
will begin on May 22nd.
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Were you surprised by the Iowa caucus results?
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“No, I’m not. Now I’m confident
that America’s going to make
a good decision in electing a
president.”
—Nijesh Upreti
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—Jamil Fuller
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know a lot about American
politics.”
—Yasmin Khanbhai
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